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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To separate a character area from a photographic area with high 
accuracy by providing a dot area detecting means to detect a dot image area 
from an image signal, and a processing means to perform a processing 
different from that applied to another area on an area decided as a dot 
area. 

CONSTITUTION: A dot is detected by using data after shading, and it is 
switched whether the data after shading is detected as it is or it is 
outputted after smoothing in real time with a selector 43. A dot part 
issues output after smoothing. Thereafter, MTF correction is performed at 
an MTF correction part 44, then, the output is issued to a printer. 
Firstly, when the output is issued to a binary printer, the MTF correction 
is performed at a processing part 45 for character image as shown in figure 

(a) , then, it is binarized based on comparison with a threshold value after 
performing variable power in a main scan direction. A processing part 46 
for photographic image performs a smoothing processing as shown in figure 

(b) , and the variable power is applied, and halftone expression is 
generated falsely, therefore, binarization is performed with a dither 
processing. 
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